
 

The Diocese of the Carolinas 
ANGLICAN CHURCH IN NORTH AMERICA 

 November 21, 2025 

RE: BOARD OF INQUIRY

Dear Brothers and Fathers in Christ, 
 
We write to you as the Standing Committee of the Anglican Diocese of the Carolinas and as 
devoted members and pastors in the ACNA. Our hearts are heavy for our province in light of its 
recent controversies regarding allegations against a number of our bishops, and we have not 
ceased to pray for you as these issues have been publicly raised. 
 
We have been meeting frequently to pray and consider our role as Archbishop Steve’s diocesan 
advisory committee, and we would like to humbly offer what we’ve observed and what we’ve 
learned as we have sought counsel regarding any recommendations we might be able to make. 
 
We previously had requested that once the Board of Inquiry was formed that they hire an 
independent third party investigative firm to assist in their work. We wanted to clarify this 
recommendation in the following ways:

• That the new Board of Inquiry hire a third-party investigative firm that:  
◦ possesses significant expertise as an investigative and compliance firm, rather 

than a law firm. 
◦ Has significant experience conducting trauma-informed assessments and 

investigations in religious spaces, and working with individuals raising 
allegations, to create safe processes for all information to come forward. 

• We believe the scope of this third-party investigation must be: 
◦ Fully independent and without the firm serving under attorney-client privilege, to 

ensure that the firm’s ethical duty is to assess and report the truth, rather than to 
act in the interest of the Province or leadership. 

◦ Maintain strict protections on confidentiality of information and alleged victim-
identity to ensure the ability of everyone to participate fully in the investigation. 

◦ Include an assessment not only of the allegations, but of leadership and 
provincial handling of the allegations, including questions of whether potential red 
flag behavior was missed and whether other individuals in leadership acted 
improperly when receiving or handling allegations, up through the date of the 
closure of the investigation. 

We believe this action will not only ensure a fair and impartial inquiry into the allegations against 
Archbishop Wood, but will also make a significant statement of good faith and integrity to those 
whose trust in our provincial processes has been fractured. Thank you for your prayerful 
consideration. 

Faithfully yours,

The Standing Committee of the 
Anglican Diocese of the Carolinas 
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