
 
March 10, 2020 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Grace and peace to you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Like you, we have been monitoring the global spread of the COVID-19.  If you missed it, Archbishop Foley 

Beach issued a helpful communique yesterday which you may read here.  
 
As your bishops, we encourage our Rectors to study up, pray and discuss with your clergy and parish leaders 

the best course of action given your current ministry context.  While we certainly encourage you to preach 
and teach to the underlying spiritual issues raised by this predicament, this is not a “one size fits all” when 
it comes to liturgical or social interaction adjustments which you may make. And so, we offer some of the 
possibilities you may consider include: 

 
● Administering Communion in “one kind” distributing only the bread and having the Celebrant or 

deacon only consume the small amount of consecrated wine. 
● Experimenting with a better way of offering intinction which is less apt to spread germs. For 

example, several of our parishes have implemented a practice of the priest dipping the bread into 
the chalice and then placing it in the hand of the communicant. 

● Opting for Morning Prayer liturgy on Sundays for several weeks. 
● Altering the way the Peace is exchanged (elbow bump, a smile & head nod, a wave, etc.) 
● Placing the Offering plates in a central location, and/or encouraging the use of online giving. 
● Making the sign of the cross when blessing children, rather than laying hands on them. 
● Eliminating shaking hands, hugs, etc. after worship. 
● Making sure all Altar Guild, LEMs and clergy wash and sanitize their hands. 
 
Whatever adaptations you make we encourage you to accompany them with appropriate explanation. There 

are many more practical ideas you may have and we trust each Rector (along with their leaders) to make 
the right modifications for this epidemic.  Please feel free to make these changes and to call us if you need 
to discuss anything in particular. 

 
Warmly in the Lord, 

 
The Rt. Rev’d Steve Wood, Diocesan The Rt. Rev’d David Bryan, Suffragan 

http://www.anglicanchurch.net/?/main/page/1992

